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The NIJ Technical Assistance Program (NIJ TAP) at 
Marshall University provides 
the forensic science commu-
nity with graduate-level foren-
sic science students experi-
enced in utilizing analytical in-
strumentation and advanced 
software programs.  These stu-
dents will work in conjunction 
with forensic DNA laboratories 

to provide needed internal validation technical assis-
tance.  

Program Mission 

The MUFSC Solution 
The Marshall University Forensic Science Center 
(MUFSC) is home to an accredited  CODIS and 
casework laboratory and a FEPAC-accredited foren-
sic science graduate program.  This unique blend of 
educational programs and forensic DNA testing 
makes MUFSC an ideal or-
ganization to provide techni-
cal assistance, free of 
charge, to state and local 
laboratories. 
 
To apply for the Technical 
Assistance Program, inter-
ested laboratories must 
complete the NIJ TAP Sur-
vey attached to this docu-
ment.  Information from this 
survey is used to determine 
if an appropriate “fit” exists 
between your laboratory and MUFSC.  If so, 
MUFSC will work with your laboratory to design a 
customized training program for the Technical As-
sistant.  The Technical Assistant will undertake this 
training during the fall and spring and, during the 
summer, he/she will arrive in your laboratory ready 
to perform validation studies.  

It is critical the instrumentation, software, and kits 
that will be implemented by your laboratory be avail-

able at MUFSC.  Tech-
nical Assistants must 
have access to these 
materials in order to 
receive hands-on train-
ing.  A list of available 
instrumentation, soft-
ware systems, and kits 

is available on the back of this sheet. 

Available Instrumentation 

How to Apply 
Laboratories interested in 
taking advantage of the 
Technical Assistance 
Program at Marshall 
should contact the 
Program Coordinator.  

Requests made from September to December will 
be considered as they are received.  By beginning 
the process early, students and participating  
laboratories will be prepared for the beginning of the 
validation process in May. 
 
For more information please contact:  
Dr. Pam Staton, Program Coordinator  
staton1@marshall.edu 
 
Visit MUFSC online at:  
http://forensics.marshall.edu 

The Technical Assistance Program is sponsored 
through  cooperative agreements 2001-RC-CX-K002 
and 2005-MU-BX-K020 with the National Institute of 
Justice. 

Disclaimer 
This project was supported by Cooperative Agree-
ment Numbers 2005-MU-BX-K020 or 2001-RC-CX-
K002 awarded by the National Institute of Justice, 
Office of Justice Programs, US Department of Jus-
tice. The opinions, findings and conclusions or rec-
ommendations expressed in this publication/
exhibition are those of the author(s) and do not nec-
essarily reflect the views of the Department of Jus-
tice. 
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Frequently Asked Questions 
What systems are available at MUFSC for train-
ing Technical Assistants? 
Genetic Analyzers: 
 Applied Biosystems Prism® 310 
 Applied Biosystems Prism® 3100 
 Applied Biosystems 3130 
 Applied Biosystems 3130 XL 
RT-PCR Insturments 
 Applied Biosystems 7000 
 Applied Biosystems 7500 
Robots 
 Beckman Biomek® 2000 
 Beckman Biomek® 3000 
 MaxwellTM16 System 
 Qiagen EZ1 Workstation 
Amplification Kits 
 Applied Biosystems MinifilerTM 
 Applied Biosystems Identifiler® 
 Applied Biosystems Cofiler® 
 Applied Biosystems Profiler Plus® 
 Applied Biosystems Quantifiler® 
 Applied Biosystems Yfiler® 
 Promega Powerplex® 16 
 Promega Powerplex® Y 
 Promega Powerplex® S5 
 Plexor® HY System 
 Quantifiler® Human DNA Quantification Kit 
 Quantifiler® Y Human Male DNA Quantification 

Kit 
 Quantifiler® Duo DNA Quantification Kit 
Software Systems 
 Applied Biosystems GeneMapper® ID  Version 

3.2.1 
 Applied Biosystems GeneMapper® ID-X Version 

1.1 
 FSS-i3 TM, version 4.2.2 (distributed in the US by 

the Promega Corporation) 
 Cybergenetics TrueAllele® Databank, Version 9, 

Build number 230 
 Cybergenetics TrueAllele® Casework, Version 

3.3.3469.1 
 USACIL DNA_DataAnalysis, Version 2.1.3 
 
Interested laboratories will be asked to identify and 
prioritize their validation needs from the list above.  

What does the Technical Assistance Program 
cost? 
There is no cost to your laboratory for participating 
in the NIJ Technical Assistance Program.  Technical 
Assistants will, however, receive a stipend from the 
National Institute of Justice and a tuition waiver from 
MUFSC.   
 
Who should apply? 
Accredited laboratories, or those interested in  be-
coming accredited, should consider participating in 
the program. 
 
What makes Technical Assistants unique? 
Technical Assistants are carefully selected graduate 
students currently enrolled in Marshall University’s, 
FEPAC-accredited, forensic science program.  Each 
Technical Assistant has a minimum 3.0 Grade Point 
Average (GPA), has successfully completed a Mar-
shall University Background Check,  and is complet-
ing the DNA Analysis Emphasis. 
 
What is the anticipated timeline? 
Technical Assistants spend approximately eight 
months being trained at MUFSC and 3 months (a 
maximum of 12 weeks) in the host lab.   
 
May technical assistants take on other duties at 
your lab? 
Yes.  Technical Assistants are encouraged to par-
ticipate in other activities at your laboratory, at your 
discretion. 

We encourage laboratories to submit surveys any-
time throughout the year.  A typical timeline of 
events is as follows: 
 
August-November—Surveys reviewed and valida-
tion needs identified 
August—Assistants begin accelerated DNA Train-
ing at MUFSC 
December—Participating laboratories chosen 
December-January—Assistants receive laboratory 
specific training 
May—Assistants join their assigned laboratory 
August—Assistants return to MUFSC 

Anticipated Timeline 

mailto:forensics@marshall.edu�
http://forensics.marshall.edu/�


<<

  /ASCII85EncodePages false

  /AllowTransparency false

  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true

  /AutoRotatePages /None

  /Binding /Left

  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)

  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)

  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)

  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error

  /CompatibilityLevel 1.4

  /CompressObjects /Tags

  /CompressPages true

  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true

  /PassThroughJPEGImages true

  /CreateJobTicket false

  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default

  /DetectBlends true

  /DetectCurves 0.0000

  /ColorConversionStrategy /CMYK

  /DoThumbnails false

  /EmbedAllFonts true

  /EmbedOpenType false

  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true

  /EmbedJobOptions true

  /DSCReportingLevel 0

  /EmitDSCWarnings false

  /EndPage -1

  /ImageMemory 1048576

  /LockDistillerParams false

  /MaxSubsetPct 100

  /Optimize true

  /OPM 1

  /ParseDSCComments true

  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true

  /PreserveCopyPage true

  /PreserveDICMYKValues true

  /PreserveEPSInfo true

  /PreserveFlatness true

  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false

  /PreserveOPIComments true

  /PreserveOverprintSettings true

  /StartPage 1

  /SubsetFonts true

  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply

  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve

  /UsePrologue false

  /ColorSettingsFile ()

  /AlwaysEmbed [ true

  ]

  /NeverEmbed [ true

  ]

  /AntiAliasColorImages false

  /CropColorImages true

  /ColorImageMinResolution 300

  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleColorImages true

  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /ColorImageResolution 300

  /ColorImageDepth -1

  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1

  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeColorImages true

  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterColorImages true

  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /ColorACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /ColorImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasGrayImages false

  /CropGrayImages true

  /GrayImageMinResolution 300

  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleGrayImages true

  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /GrayImageResolution 300

  /GrayImageDepth -1

  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2

  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeGrayImages true

  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode

  /AutoFilterGrayImages true

  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG

  /GrayACSImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /GrayImageDict <<

    /QFactor 0.15

    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<

    /TileWidth 256

    /TileHeight 256

    /Quality 30

  >>

  /AntiAliasMonoImages false

  /CropMonoImages true

  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200

  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK

  /DownsampleMonoImages true

  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic

  /MonoImageResolution 1200

  /MonoImageDepth -1

  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000

  /EncodeMonoImages true

  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode

  /MonoImageDict <<

    /K -1

  >>

  /AllowPSXObjects false

  /CheckCompliance [

    /None

  ]

  /PDFX1aCheck false

  /PDFX3Check false

  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false

  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true

  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true

  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

    0.00000

  ]

  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()

  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()

  /PDFXOutputCondition ()

  /PDFXRegistryName ()

  /PDFXTrapped /False



  /CreateJDFFile false

  /Description <<



    /BGR <>

    /CHS <FEFF4f7f75288fd94e9b8bbe5b9a521b5efa7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065876863900275284e8e9ad88d2891cf76845370524d53705237300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c676562535f00521b5efa768400200050004400460020658768633002>

    /CHT <FEFF4f7f752890194e9b8a2d7f6e5efa7acb7684002000410064006f006200650020005000440046002065874ef69069752865bc9ad854c18cea76845370524d5370523786557406300260a853ef4ee54f7f75280020004100630072006f0062006100740020548c002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee553ca66f49ad87248672c4f86958b555f5df25efa7acb76840020005000440046002065874ef63002>

    /CZE <>

    /DAN <>

    /DEU <>

    /ESP <>

    /ETI <>

    /FRA <>

    /GRE <>



    /HRV (Za stvaranje Adobe PDF dokumenata najpogodnijih za visokokvalitetni ispis prije tiskanja koristite ove postavke.  Stvoreni PDF dokumenti mogu se otvoriti Acrobat i Adobe Reader 5.0 i kasnijim verzijama.)

    /HUN <>

    /ITA <>

    /JPN <FEFF9ad854c18cea306a30d730ea30d730ec30b951fa529b7528002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020658766f8306e4f5c6210306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103055308c305f0020005000440046002030d530a130a430eb306f3001004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d3067958b304f30533068304c3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>

    /KOR <FEFFc7740020c124c815c7440020c0acc6a9d558c5ec0020ace0d488c9c80020c2dcd5d80020c778c1c4c5d00020ac00c7a50020c801d569d55c002000410064006f0062006500200050004400460020bb38c11cb97c0020c791c131d569b2c8b2e4002e0020c774b807ac8c0020c791c131b41c00200050004400460020bb38c11cb2940020004100630072006f0062006100740020bc0f002000410064006f00620065002000520065006100640065007200200035002e00300020c774c0c1c5d0c11c0020c5f40020c2180020c788c2b5b2c8b2e4002e>

    /LTH <>

    /LVI <>

    /NLD (Gebruik deze instellingen om Adobe PDF-documenten te maken die zijn geoptimaliseerd voor prepress-afdrukken van hoge kwaliteit. De gemaakte PDF-documenten kunnen worden geopend met Acrobat en Adobe Reader 5.0 en hoger.)

    /NOR <>

    /POL <>

    /PTB <>

    /RUM <>

    /RUS <>

    /SKY <>

    /SLV <>

    /SUO <>

    /SVE <>

    /TUR <>

    /UKR <>

    /ENU (Use these settings to create Adobe PDF documents best suited for high-quality prepress printing.  Created PDF documents can be opened with Acrobat and Adobe Reader 5.0 and later.)

  >>

  /Namespace [

    (Adobe)

    (Common)

    (1.0)

  ]

  /OtherNamespaces [

    <<

      /AsReaderSpreads false

      /CropImagesToFrames true

      /ErrorControl /WarnAndContinue

      /FlattenerIgnoreSpreadOverrides false

      /IncludeGuidesGrids false

      /IncludeNonPrinting false

      /IncludeSlug false

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (InDesign)

        (4.0)

      ]

      /OmitPlacedBitmaps false

      /OmitPlacedEPS false

      /OmitPlacedPDF false

      /SimulateOverprint /Legacy

    >>

    <<

      /AddBleedMarks false

      /AddColorBars false

      /AddCropMarks false

      /AddPageInfo false

      /AddRegMarks false

      /ConvertColors /ConvertToCMYK

      /DestinationProfileName ()

      /DestinationProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /Downsample16BitImages true

      /FlattenerPreset <<

        /PresetSelector /MediumResolution

      >>

      /FormElements false

      /GenerateStructure false

      /IncludeBookmarks false

      /IncludeHyperlinks false

      /IncludeInteractive false

      /IncludeLayers false

      /IncludeProfiles false

      /MultimediaHandling /UseObjectSettings

      /Namespace [

        (Adobe)

        (CreativeSuite)

        (2.0)

      ]

      /PDFXOutputIntentProfileSelector /DocumentCMYK

      /PreserveEditing true

      /UntaggedCMYKHandling /LeaveUntagged

      /UntaggedRGBHandling /UseDocumentProfile

      /UseDocumentBleed false

    >>

  ]

>> setdistillerparams

<<

  /HWResolution [2400 2400]

  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]

>> setpagedevice



